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We celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family on this 
first Sunday after Christmas. This feast day is a 
reminder to us of the example Mary and Joseph 
set for all of us in welcoming Jesus into their 
lives. The Holy Family serves as a model for us 
all in which to live in faith and simplicity 
 

 

 

The Holy Family Prayer 
 

Jesus, Son of God and Son of Mary, bless our 
family. Graciously inspire in us the unity, peace, 
and mutual love that you found in your own 
family in the little town of Nazareth. 
 

Mary, Mother of Jesus and Our Mother, nourish 
our family with your faith and your love. Keep us 
close to your Son, Jesus, in all our sorrows and 
joys. 
 

Joseph, Foster-father to Jesus, guardian and 
spouse of Mary, keep our family safe from harm. 
Help us in all times of discouragement or anxiety. 
 

Holy Family of Nazareth, make our family one 
with you. Help us to be instruments of peace. 
Grant that love, strengthened by grace, may prove 
mightier than all the weaknesses and trials 
through which our families sometimes pass. May 
we always have God at the center of our hearts 
and homes until we are all one family, happy and 
at peace in our true home with you. Amen. 



This week’s Mass Intentions 
Monday, December 27, 2021 
6:30am Robert F. Stock (2nd Anniversary) 
 

Tuesday, December 28, 2021 
6:30am Harry Crimi 
 

Wednesday, December 29, 2021 
6:30am Mata Pham Thi Huu 
 

Thursday, December 30, 2021 
6:30am Rev. John J. Hughes (49th Anniversary) 
 

Friday, December 31, 2021 
6:30am Michael D. Flynn 
5:15pm James Joseph Romani 
 

Saturday, January 1, 2022 –  
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
8:00am Redemptoris Mater Prayer Guild 
12:00pm Gabriel Palucci 

 
 

In your charity, please remember in your prayers 
those who have died and join the whole Church in 

commending them to the Mercy of God: 
Rev. William P. Donnelly 

 

 
Pray for the Sick of our Parish 

 

In our prayer for those in need of healing, each of us 
in the Church serves Christ Himself in the suffering 
members of His Mystical Body. Please pray for: 
Jennifer Clark, Lou DeVlieger, young Mark 
DiCocco, Helen Getzfread, William Lott, Dominick 
Martini, Emily Conley Meakim, William Paffett, 
Jr., Sarah Paquette, Kim Petitpren, Mary Walsh. 
 

To add your name or the name of a family member to 
our prayer list, please call the Rectory. Likewise, please 
let us know when you are well or if a loved one has 
passed away so that we may remove their name. 

 
 

Holiday Office Hours 
 

In observance of Christmas Day, the Parish Office 
will be closed on Monday, December 27.  
 

In observance of New Year’s Day, the Parish Office 
will be closed on Friday, December 31. 
 

Merry Christmas and Blessings in the New Year! 
 

 

 

St. Andrew the Apostle Parish 
Mass Schedule 

 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph –   
Sunday, December 26 
7:30 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:30 PM (No Vigil Mass) 
 
Solemnity of Mary – Mother of God  
Friday, December 31 – Vigil Mass at 5:15 PM 
Saturday, January 1 – Masses at 8:00 AM and 12:00 
Noon only 
 
The Epiphany of the Lord  
Saturday, January 1 – Vigil Mass at 5:00 PM 
Sunday, January 2 – Masses at 7:30AM, 10:00 AM, 
and 12:30 PM 
 

 
Pilgrim Virgin 

 

The Pilgrim Virgin statue of Our 
Lady of Fatima Ministry is 
looking for parishioners who are 
willing to host Our Lady on a 
weekly basis. Our Lady only 
travels within the parish 
boundaries and serves as a 
reminder to continue to pray for 
world peace. To add your name 
to the calendar to have the statue 
for a week, or for more information, please contact 
Brian Murray (410-279-5609 or 
bmurr86@gmail.com). 

 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 

 

Today is the feast of the Holy Family 
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, and so we 
can celebrate that we all belong to the 
holy family of God which makes us 
brothers and sisters to each other.  

 
At Christmas this year, through your gifts, the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul was able to bring the 
joy and hope to our “brothers and sisters” in our 
neighborhood who are poor by providing food, rent 
assistance, utility payments, and more. Thank you 
for your support and may God bless you for your 
charity. 



 

   

 
Dear Friends, 
 
From the early days 
of my studies, the 
writings of Cardinal 
Joseph Ratzinger 
have consistently 
provided me great 
inspiration, a 
challenge to go 
beyond the limits of 
my knowledge and a 
deep desire to engage 
theology as much as a 
prayer (the gift of self 
to God) as simply an 
academic pursuit. 
While he is known to be a brilliant professor, 
equally, he is known for his clarity of expression. 
His consideration of the “real point” of Christmas 
is a cogent reflection of his understanding both of 
the questions of the human heart and its deep 
desire for union with God. At times, we get so 
caught up with “our” journey of life, and like Mary 
and Joseph just take for granted that Jesus is with 
us. At a certain moment, that terrifying moment, 
when we realize He is not with us, we begin to ask: 
“Where is He?” or “How could You do this to 
me/us?” We almost automatically shift into the 
“Adam and Eve blame drive” and accuse God 
Himself for the predicament in which we find 
ourselves. Interestingly, however, we find Him in 
the same place in which Mary and Joseph found 
Him … in His Father’s House! “From His fullness 
we have all received, grace in place of grace, 
because while the law was given through Moses, 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one 
has ever seen God. The only Son, God, who is at 
the Father’s side, has revealed Him. (John 1: 16-18) 
 
In those troubled moments of life, maybe we 
should stop talking, stop the frantic searching for 
answers in our comfortable circles and/or among 
those who agree with us and simply go back to the 
Source. Let us go to the Father’s House and allow 
Him to renew our broken spirit. Let us heed not the 

counsel of the mob or the politicians or the ACLU 
or any other group du jour that want us to believe 
that religion and God should not be a part of our 
lives. In the depths of our hearts, we know the 
truth and we are desperately in search of and long 
beyond telling to realize that God-is-with us! 
 
Pope Benedict writes: “Why do we really celebrate 
Christmas despite the wretchedness, turmoil and 
isolation that are still man’s lot and are, if 
anything, intensifying rather than lessening? What 
is the real point of Christmas? . . .  Is it not 
consoling to see how, despite all the 
misunderstandings, the message of Jesus is still 
heard? . . .  across ages and cultures, and even 
across the boundaries between religions, human 
beings find one another in His Name. Distance 
vanishes and people are drawn together when this 
Name is spoken.  . . . For Christmas says to us, 
amid all our doubts and bewilderment: God exists! 
Not as an infinitely distant power that can at best 
terrify us; not as being’s ultimate ground that is 
not conscious of itself. Rather, He exists as One 
who can be concerned about us; He is such that 
everything we are and do lies open to His gaze. But 
that gaze is the gaze of Love. For anyone who 
accepts this in faith and knows it by faith, there is 
no longer any ultimate isolation. He is here. The 
light that one man became in history and for 
history is not an accident or something powerless, 
but Light from Light. The hope and encouragement 
that emanate from this light thus acquire a wholly 
new depth. But precisely because it is an entirely 
divine hope, we can and should accept it as also an 
entirely human hope and pass it on to others.”  
 
Was Jesus really lost? Or, in the busyness of life 
had Mary and Joseph manifest how easily human 
beings can lose sight of Him? When we get lost, we 
need to go to the Father’s House to find Jesus and 
re-focus our priorities. We will hear His searing 
question? “Why were you looking for me? Did you 
not know that I must be in my Father's house?” 
And then, with humility of heart and not 
necessarily understanding why, we embrace Him 
and take Him into our hearts and homes again. 
Will we get lost, again? Probably, but the Good 
News is because of Christmas, God-is-with us, still! 
Be of good cheer and enjoy the blessings of 
Christmas and have a blessed New Year!!! 
 

Msgr. Grous 
 

 

Shepherd’s P.I.E. 
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Thank You 
From Parish Outreach 

 

"Only if people change will the world change, and 
in order to change, people need the light that comes 
from God, the light which so unexpectedly (on the 
night of Christmas) entered into our night." 

~ Pope Benedict XVI 
 

The Parish Outreach Office would like to thank all 
those who so generously donated to our Christmas 
Food Drive, making the holiday a happy event for 
those in need. Let me express the gratitude of the 
parish to our many volunteers and donors. 
 

At this time, it is important to recognize the cooks 
who supply casseroles each month to St. John's 
Hospice. It is because of their constant dedication to 
these men that we are able to feed the homeless 
each month. May their goodness and devotion to the 
less fortunate be rewarded. 
 

Tuesday Adoration 
 

Eucharistic Adoration is encouraged on 
Tuesdays beginning at 7:15 AM. 
Tuesday Adoration closes at 7:00 PM 
with the recitation of the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet and Benediction.  

 

We are in need of adorers particularly between the 
hours of 7:00 AM-10:00 AM and 5:00-7:00 PM. 
You may schedule yourself for one (or more) hour 
per week to pray before the presence of Our Lord, 
exposed in the monstrance. Even if you are not a 
scheduled Adorer but come in to make a visit, 
please sign in on the clipboard the time 'you remain 
with Him'. If you are able to sign up for any time at 
all please call Stephanie Ennis (610-622-8169). 
 

Parish Rosary Group 
 

A group of parishioners gathers to pray 
the Rosary every Wednesday at 10:00 
AM in Church. We pray for our country, 
our priests, our families, and for an end to 

abortion. We pray for our personal intentions and in 
thanksgiving for the many gifts God has given us. 
Occasional social gatherings for coffee or lunch are 
an extension of our fellowship and friendship. All 
are welcome! For more information, please contact 
Marguerite Cechvala (484-680-1608). 



Respect Life Ministry News 
 

Thank You! - The Respect Life 
Ministry thanks our dear fellow 
parishioners for your love and 
generosity this Christmas! We were able 
to bring bountiful gifts and necessities 

to many Pro-Life organizations which support 
women and babies with your gifts AFTER they 
have made the choice for LIFE! It is a common 
belief of those who are “pro-choice” that we want to 
save babies, but don’t help to support them “once 
they are born“. What you just did this year, and 
every year, proves that this is not true! A plethora of 
ministries in Greater Philadelphia, throughout our 
nation, and around the world, house, feed, support, 
educate, and provide job training for young women 
in crisis pregnancies. You are a big part of all of 
that! In closing, we now humbly ask you to join us 
in prayer for an end to legalized abortion in our 
country and in the world. May the Holy Infant Jesus 
smile on you and bless you richly this Christmas 
Season and in the New Year, 2022! 
 

“Lord Jesus, help us realize that deep inside the 
womb is Life indeed at any size… And in our hearts, 
make room.” ~ Anonymous 
 

March for Life 2021 - Every year, 
tens of thousands of pro-life 
advocates converge on the National 

Mall in Washington, D.C. for the March for Life on 
Capitol Hill on the anniversary of the Supreme 
Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling which legalized 
abortion in all 50 states. It is the largest annual 
human rights demonstration in the world. Together 
we gather to celebrate life. We envision a world 
where every life – from the moment of conception 
until natural death – is celebrated, valued, and 
protected.  
 

Join Philadelphia-area pilgrims on Friday, January 
21 for Mass at 10:00 AM at The Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 
Washington, D.C. prior to March for Life. Visit 
PhillyCatholicLife.org for more information.  
 
To learn more about St. Andrew’s Respect Life 
Ministry, please contact Raphael Vantine (610-
613-7481). Join us as we stand for the sanctity of all 
human life from conception until natural death. 
 

 
 

Feast of The Holy Innocents 
Tuesday, December 28, 2021 

 

Let us ask the first martyrs of the Church to 
pray for the strengthening of all families, and 
for protection of all human life from conception 
to natural death. 
 
“They not only died for Christ but in his stead.” 

 ~ St. Augustine 
 

 

 

 
Community Resources 

and Programs 
 
Do you need information about home care 
services, transportation options, financial 
benefits, health insurance, legal documents, 
social activities, home-based therapies, 
housing, etc.? 
 
There are a variety of community resources 
available that provide services to seniors and 
disabled adults. If you are interested in finding 
out what community resources are available for 
you, your family, or your friend, please call 
Lisa Grillo at the St. Andrew Elder Care 
Program.  
 

Lisa Grillo 
Elder Care Program Manager 

610-284-0497 

St. Andrew ELDER CARE Ministry 



 

“Say the Word” 
Reflections from St. Andrew CCD / PREP 

 

The catechist was reading a Christmas story board 
book to the boy. On the second to last page was a 
question: “Guess who Jesus loves?” As they turned 
the page, the boy saw himself in the mirror there. 
“He loves me!” the boy exclaimed. He was so 
excited to know he was loved by Jesus. Later he 
said, “That made my day!” This Christmas season, 
may we all know Jesus’ great love for us. 
 

Prayers for PREP: Heavenly Father, You sent us 
the greatest gift of all time in the little Babe of 
Bethlehem. Please help each of our PREP children 
and their families know that they are greatly loved 
by You. May that love blossom into words and 
actions of love that we share with others during this 
Christmas season. Amen.  

 
 

Annual Stewardship Report 
 

Publication of St. Andrew Parish’s Annual 
Stewardship Report will be delayed until January 
2022 at the earliest. Our publisher is facing supply 
chain issues that have delayed delivery of the paper 
used to print our report.  
 

 
Scrip Gift Card Program 

 

Purchase scrip gift cards in the 
Rectory, Monday through Friday, 

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. Gift cards from ACME, Giant, 
ShopRite, and Kohl’s are available in 
denominations of $25, $50, and $100, payable by 
cash or check.  
 

Scrip purchases benefit you and benefit St. Andrew 
parish. With each purchase, you earn fee and tuition 
credits, and St. Andrew Parish earns fundraising 
revenue. If you spend just $100 each week on 
groceries, you can earn over $150 a year in credit! 
 

Scrip credit may be used for students attending 
Saint Andrew School, St. Andrew CCD, any 
Archdiocesan high school, or Holy Child Academy. 
Credit may be applied to fees for your own children, 
relatives, a neighbor, or you can be a “Good 
Samaritan” and donate your credits to a parish 
family in need. 

Around the Archdiocese 
 

Winter Directed Retreat 
at St. Raphaela Center 

 

A directed retreat at St. Raphaela Center is a time of 
quiet in order to enhance attentiveness to God's 
voice within you and in your life. Join us for a 
Winter Retreat January 28 through February 4 at 
our beautiful Haverford campus. Our Spiritual 
Directors will conduct this 7-day retreat. The 
Directors guide attendees compassionately and 
peacefully, allowing them to listen to God’s voice 
and to journey closely with their loving God, both 
within the retreat setting and going forth into their 
daily lives. Retreatants are given suggested 
scripture passages tailored to their own prayer, and 
all have the opportunity for daily liturgy and 
reconciliation. For more information and to register, 
visit StRaphaelaCenter.org 

 
Retrouvaille: 

Rediscover the Love in Your Marriage 
 

Tens of thousands of couples have healed 
their marriages through Retrouvaille. The 
Retrouvaille Program consists of a weekend 
experience followed by 6-12 post-weekend 

sessions over three months. It provides the tools to 
help put your marriage together again, with an 
emphasis on communication in marriage between 
husband and wife, giving you the opportunity to 
rediscover each other and your lives together in a 
new and positive way. The next program in the 
Philadelphia area begins on February 11, 2022. For 
more information and to register, visit 
HelpOurMarriage.org. 

 
Hope in Christ: 

Spiritual Support for Addiction 
 

Are you seeking spiritual support in the journey 
towards recovery from addiction? Parishes around 
the Archdiocese are extending God’s merciful and 
loving hand to those who have an addiction, and to 
their families and loved ones. Please visit 
ArchPhila.org/hope for Catholic resources available 
to you or a loved one. 
 

“I will heal my people and will let them enjoy 
abundant peace and security.” ~ Jeremiah 33:6 
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St. Andrew the Apostle church 
 

Parish Office Hours  
Monday – Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM; Fridays 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

 

Sunday Mass Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 PM Vigil; Sunday 7:30 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:30 PM 

 

Daily Mass 
Weekdays: 6:30 AM, Saturday: 8:00 AM 

 

Holy Days 
5:15 PM Vigil, 6:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 5:15 PM 

 

Daily Visitation: The Church is open for visitation weekdays from the first Mass until 5:00 PM; Saturdays until after 
the 5:00 PM Vigil Mass and Sundays until 1:45 PM. The Most Blessed Sacrament is exposed in the monstrance for 
Adoration every Tuesday (September through June) until 7:00 PM when the Divine Mercy Chaplet is prayed in 
reparation for the sins of sexual abuse and concludes with Benediction. 

 

Sacrament of Baptism: Call the Parish Office to register for Pre-Jordan class prior to Baptism. Baptisms are 
administered on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. Please refer to the Parish website regarding guidelines for 
Sacramental Sponsors / Godparents. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 – 4:30 PM, Sunday after 7:30 AM Mass, or by appointment with a priest. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage: Couples should contact the Parish Office to request an appointment with the pastor prior to 
setting a date. Six months notification to prepare for marriage is expected; a full year is recommended.  

 

Sacrament of Anointing and Sick Calls: Gather at the Altar of Our Lady following the 10:00 AM Sunday Mass for this 
Sacrament. Call the Parish Office to make arrangements for anointing or a Eucharistic visit for those who are unable to 
come to Church. Sick calls in an emergency will receive prompt attention. 
 

Full information for the Parish may be found on our website. 
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Foundation

            United Together In The 
             Fight Against Bullying...

              Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 
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   It’s easy to join our mailing list! 
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